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} To the Reader, ad 


Chriftian Ready, | 
He general acceptance thisDiſcourſe ſound In the time of 
it, together with the carneſt defire of many that it might 
be publiſhed for their further bencfit, as alſo the intreaty 
of the _—_ CC —_— oy + the 
reaching of it (which | acknow tothe praiſe of that graczous 
CE athftance given from the Lord to the unworthy Inftru- 
ment) hath occaſioned expoſing it to publick view. The worth 
of the Author will not much commend it to any, but that of the 
Subje& may ; it being of that abſolute an4 univerſal neceſſity, and 
excellency, both for the ſpiritual, as well as outward wg of 
this whole people, fo allo of each particular perſon; as the experi 
ence of the Generation immediately foregoing abundantly teſtifies. 
You muſt not expe@ any curioſiry or quaintneſs, the deſign of it 
being toedifie more then to pleaſe, any further than is a 
mcans to edification, and where there is ſo good a frame asto be moſt 
ſatiſfied with that by which they may be moſt ſpiritually profited. 
I remember what [ have heard were ſome of the dying words of that 
excellent man Dr. Uber, that he thanked God he had been a p'ain 
Preacher, and _uſedthat way which the Lord is wont to accompany 
with the demonſtration of his Spirit ; it is by that way of preaching 
which the world counts fooliſhneſs, that God will ſave them that be- 
lieve. I doe not by this aime at my own credit, nor expe it will be 
promoted by it; bur if 1 doe decreaſe ſo Chriſt may increaſe, | ſhall 
account it my glory, and the matter of my praiſe. IfFaith and Love 
to God in Chek, an! to his People (the ſpring of evangelical obedi- 
ence, an1 the way to Gods Covenant Preſence with us) may 
be furthereJ, 1 ſhall thereby obtain my deſign. In the applicatory 
art, I have rather laid down rules how each ſhould carry it'in their 
cveral capacities, then reproved any for milcariages in them, as 
4d 2 judging 


To the Reader, / 
Todging itthe beſt way to the end : ſuch miſdemeanors of public 
being more in that never truly repreſents 
man. Beſides, Regule off index (i ot obliqui,& wiſe,if good men 
will uſe it as a glaſs to diſcover faults for the reQtiſying what is amis, 
as well as direction tothem in the right way : a hee they are 
not ſo, it is a means God bleſſeth for that end, Kew. 7.9. when God 
ſo commiſſi oneth it,as he did the commandment to Paul, » 

My hearty deſire is, the gracious preſence of God may be with 
it, to promove thine and bis Peoples happineſs, by engaging your 
ende-vours and prayers that the Covenant Preſence of God may ke 
with you. 1 am 


Yours to ſerve you in the Lord 


 Fames Allen. 


$ King, 
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; The Lord our God be with ms, as be was with our Fathers, let bim wat leave m, yor fore 
abs na, 


Fter 1 had received the inritation and call tothis ſervice, I can- 
not expreſs the Soul tremblings I had, (indeed ſenſe of my own 
unktneſs at any time to ſpeak ſuch an Aﬀdembly as this, 
and upon ſuchan occabon ; eſpecially in a day ſo circumflan- 
ced as this is,) leſt you ſhould be diſappointed of that; which 

'ou ſo much need, the beſt Counſel Heaven can aJord, Bur 
ing ſatished your defire was the Lords Call, 1 was ſofar en- 
couraged as to yenture u bh omg og Aſfance : And now 
humbly beg this may be with of this whole Aſſembly, all the Lords people in 
it, that God may be with me as he hath been with thoſe who have formerly ſpo- 
ken in his Name, upon the like occafon; that through the help of your prayers, 
and the ſupply of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, that which is lacking may be ſupply- 

tion, . 


ed, and this ſervice may turn to your Edifica 


He words read to you, are part of Solomons bleſſing of all Iſrael, who were 
aflembled at the dedication of the Temple, and was after that ſolemn 
Prayer he had made, for Gods favour to them in the variety of Caſes, and Emer- 
gencies might befal them, ver, 55. Aficr allthis be food and bleſſed al the Congre- 
ge4tion. He bleſſeth them, 

1, By dectaring them bleſſed, and acknowledging that favour the Lord had 
ſhewed them,ver.56. 

2. By this holy and pathetical wiſh and defire, as comprehenſive of all the par- 
ticular mercyes before prayed for, God might ſo be with that Generation as with 
the former, with the end and efect of that defire, ver.5 7,58. 

3 .His further defire & wiſh for them, that what he had particularly mentioned 
in his Prayer before, might be accepted of God for them, ver.cg. and performed: 
with his defigne, and end, the advancement of Gods glory, ver, £0 

4. His holy Counſel and advice to them, how they ſhould carry it to the Lord, 
that they might enjoy the gocd defired for them, ver £1, The Text is the ſecon4 
- way by which be bleſſeth them, wiſhing all that good to them, that truly will 
make them bleffed, ſuch a preſence of Ged with them, as is comprehenſive of a!l 
that follows. We bleſs others w hen we do wiſh & truly defire that for them which 
will make them ſo ; eſpecially, when it is not a bare defire, but with Autority as 
this was,Solomen being a Prophet as well as a King, and here ating in an extra - 
ordinary way, doing that God commanded ſhould he done by Aaron and his Sons, 
Numb, 6.24, to the end To which he promiſed tte ratifring it,as being done in 
Uze way of an Ordinance, and lollitutivn ofthe Lord, ln the words we | areSe 

umoey 


(2) 


my be with m, 
God, 2. Ti 
. 2, Negatively, by variety of words to the ſame 


2, The Petitioacr, is Solomon, a wiſe man, their Ruler, aQting as a 
Frognet,cad inthe name of far Poogte, F0-> 

3« The Perſons for whom it is, all nc ag, I ſhall not 

ſp-nd time in giving you the various readings, or ſinzs about the words;. 
are well rendred tocomprebend the ſenſe of them. 

1. Thewith, or thatis defir d, 1, Whatis meantby the preſeace of God 

or his b:ing with us. 2, Our Fathers. 3. As with them, 4. Not to leave nor 

— ad why Chat is added. muſt be a little cleared to make way for 


1. Gods being #ith them, There is a twofold Preſence of God, or he is (aid 


to be with any two 
ay his cG-ntlal Drefence, hich God is alwayes with the creatures, 
dy ir ſtate is, Pſal.139.7,$.50 fills beaven and 
all places, contained 


- CE of of none, none can 
ial or Preſence, that is either comman or ſpecial, 

,. or more extraordinary : Ordinary, AF, 1 7, 
, when the raiſeth and enables ary that know him nor, 
ing, in the world for the ſervice of the Church, Jſe.45.1, 
— ra ———_ Special, 


4.4 urges 
bim what be might exp*R ſrom his being in Covenant with him, 
CC reward, And the of Gods Preſence 
with Iſrael were the Pillar of Fire, and Cloud, the one for day, the other for 
night, which was to — 1p 9, nn > ren from, and ftand be- 
tween them and danger, Fxod, 14.1920, 
comforts himſelf in having the Covenant preſence of God with him, He ſpa] 
| wy me by bis Counſel, and afterwards bring me to bir glory, Pſ.84.11, he is aid to 

4 Sun and 4 which firſt is ex to be his free communication of afl 

od, not witholding it, i,c, powerfully conveying it, And all know what the 
= of a (ſhield is, that intimates his with-bolding all evill, This is promiſed 
tothe and converted Gentiles who were brought into Cove. 
—_ R—_ - - godly Rulers and Teachers 'of the People of God, 
who are often ſocalled in Scripture, as well as natural Parents, thoſe in the ge. 
neration before them, or long before, with whom God was moſt eminently pre- 
C:nt, 11g. 44-1,243- Ofthoſc of old, but eſpecially here is intended thoſe in the 


— 


XU 


(3) 


Kewer Generaticns,for thongh the Lord mas vid lopaliedth 
Moſes and Jc{huats time, and the Judges Ged up extzact 

Cen ee eitince Agence mere grace TO =. 
the Age before Solomon, 

3. As with owr Farbers, that is, fee 11.63.12,11, Pſ.44.34. the preſence, the 


Church defires, that bad been with their Fathers, or ſuch a ©, 1, In won- 

n-—__ —_— e119. 2 am3.1619, 2: Thatpeeene ore 
Iiracl, 1 Chron.11.9. 2 l4.I5, 2. or be fo 

with us as with our Anceffors, by his CO ID 

ſelf to us in the wayes Ordinances, 2, filling us with his 

even in thoſe ſigns of his —————— as David 

it when be fetched the Ark to his place, 2 Sam. EVAL3-Lhel5. + —— 

— — Gods bouſe, and 

ting Preſence of Ifai 

on hon he eee io . 

ſaid of them, ſo might be of us, this 

name of our Courts and Churches, be wi 


ing preſence, ſuch bewi agnic em ntl real 


CERES. _ 
I 


that ſeperate 
did ſo much work,& in ſuch a manner, A& 14.1.they 
ſpoke, many did e, whence was it thatthboſe before uswere ſopowerful, 
ſwafive, not by excelling in common gifts above many but 
having, a ſuller preſence was a more full 
Zec.12.4.thatwhich will make the feeble as Dav 
It may be enquired why it is faid, ar with our F 
on of it, when as one generation may — Ez 


reſp, a may ppt Apts tied the = 
SEE: 


to meet with harder work, a more finfol and People, 

Anſw, At, 1.  arder rk amore fi ad reformed Pope, = 
Cn iacd ener thrapes teke che mand great degree of Gods gracioos 
2, It not 2 mit meaſure; a i 
preſence is here meant, but not juſt ſo much is intended, ſo much as, and as much ' 
wore, as the Lord ſaw good ; NY CE ng Gl: 

Quty, and work, intheir generation, as as thoſe in theirs. 
) Ron erenwe wet apnea. 


Sgroved to Faith, and Prayer, Exod. 73.13,14,15,17,18, upon every grant ' 
Miſes gets in with he Lord, and agks yet . "Cote Rovid te here, we ſhall ' 
—— - ih—_ when we have obtained ſo much, andin better 

to 


4 1s bim wot leave x! wor ſorſake uw ; Theſe are only amplifications, and ſhew 
the weight of what he did defire, by abiding on it, notleave to others, nor toour 
ſelves, not quit the care of his People, Jer, 14,9. that he deprecates on the behalf 
ofthe Church, not take away ſigns of his preſence, nor his own preſence> from 
them, Solomon his commendable praftice.is for yur imitation,” Hence the 
Dodine from the words is, 

Dodtrine” 


T4) 


BT. terns, wo owt brow g/4ciw & vena preſence 
wib by 10 be fracerely & m1 int tha 
tes” 1, Phat &t fhould be, rage br) oh _ 

Fed. 1, Becauſe it is the beſt bleſſing and favoor can be defired for thery, 

x. It oughtto be ſo, it is that they hare done, which had the greateſt love to 
Iſracl, as Moſes, Exod.33.14. Let thy preſence go with us, or carry us not bence, 
So David defired for Solomon, and the under him,r Chron.22.11,18, So 
Solomon here when he bleſſeth IFrach, and it was the uſual Salutation among the 


Jews, Ruth, 2.4. 
1.tt is the moſt neceſfary bleſſing, nothing elſe TR but the 
fence of God , we may be happy without Creatures,the raclites ſoune Clothes, 
houſes, food,was not neceflary,not the ordinary way of its ſupply,God could ſup- 
fe no. ; but this cannot, Lok. 10,42, there is one neceſlary,thar 
the gracious preſence of God, therefore Moſes chuſeth the Wikdernef? with 
Gods , rather then Cangan without him, Exod. 33-15, Heaven is not de» 
= l ow a a deGag the People of God,nothi 
2. It is the moſt ſui to more plea 
as well as profitable to them, Plal.4.6, therefore the beſt bs pleaſing 
3. It is. a ſufficient good, you cannot defirea more com bleſſing, 
this is enough, Gen,33.11, Jacob when he had obtained it by earneſt prayer, he 
acknowledgeth he had all, nothing leſs will make a happy, more is ſuper- 
fuous, thafiring,coitibe atisfying preſence, Jer,14.$, all good is in it, 


Yr # deprecates it, as the 
reatned, he takes no 


dants, Creatures and other enjoyments are byt wnbrs Det, eſpzcizily, when all 
your outward came with 14 yew pm it will leave you if God ; it is 
the preſcace of God, hath multi you, entiched you, outwardly ſanfifred any 
ofyou,ifhe forſakes,theſe will not fay;no nor the People ofGod neither,thenEne- 
mics will come,& all miſery,ſuch ſhall ay, are dot all theſe things come npon ut, 
b=cauſe God is not amohg us, Fnemics will know our ſhadow is remored, Nam, 
14.14. It was that kept of Energies from Iſrael, they heard the Lord was among 
them, that — the Pſalmiſt Enemies, Plal.91.11, God beth forſaken, hence 
while God is with his People, no evil will affvil them, therefure as yo1 world ſee 
the proſperity, and prevent the ral{ery of the people of God, defire the gractons 
ence of God for them. : 
USE, 1, For I:formnijon, Sezh2ace who are the beſt frients of a profeſſing 
Peoplc; Who are thincONew-Englan | that love you bei}, though they have not,a a 
les 


(s) 

Aeaſt they are not ſo acconnted of by you : Thoſe they are who with, pray, en- 
Geavour that the gracious preſence of God may continue with you, and be with 
you as fignally as with any of his jn former times, or in the firſt times of 
this People, A praying, zealous, and reforming Magittracy, Mim.'ry 
and People, Neb2.78. that upon your walks give God no reft, that promo-e & 
between the precious and the vile, Fer, 15.19, Ezrt. 22 
26,70, Thele are your gap-men who prevent Cods going away, and ruine 
coming ; but doe you not think them the troublers of Iſrael ? Are you not w' a+ 
ry of them, and fain would be rid of them ? The old and faithfull ones, that have 
ſcen the works of the Lord, doe you not with others were in their room, that 
might have more elboe room ? Doe you not dig pits for their ſoul, that pray 
Re yourn, the a converting pr: ſence of God, chat you might be with him as your 
fathers were? $er.18.20, Thy beſt dayes are gone O' New- Faglend, if their 
Prayers ſhould be turned againſt you, O Sirs, yet you may revive the hopes 
CEE and value them, the preſence of God might be defired 

and obtained . 

2. Then thoſe that defire Gods departore from a Peoplgare their worſt ene- 
mies : Such as would drive away or remove his gracious preſence from you, 
wt There are ſuch men as would fain be rid of the preſence of God, 

re ſuch h — — with Gor Montheh won have no $abb 
nor preaching nor preciſe walking, woo ſtraces, 
Cheifiens,th yhorereomuchefibom: all wi — bo + mn 
thers in of and wicked works, eſpecially ſenſual Sinners, and that 
have fullneſs of the world, have all their carnal hearts doe wiſh, they love not 
the preſence of God, its not the way to finfull pleaſure or profit or credit in the 
world, Md.3.14. 76.30,10,11,12. will ——— diſtinguiſhing, ſepera- 
ting preaching,but maſt be ſoothed, pleaſed in a way; ſs would have the 
holy one to ceaſe from among them, the CanRiking ence of God, that they 
cannot bear : and what follows ? Theſe are the worſt enemies among the peo 
ple that wonld rake away your God, Fadg.14.24. he thonght ſo of them that 
—_— his dung-hill gods, and thoſe means of worſhip of his own inventing, 
how much more reaſon have you to look upon them that wonld take away your 
gory, the ſigns of Gods gracious preſence, even hisown holy inſtitutions, 

3}, Hence fee how tomake a right judgement of the happineſs or miſery of 
any people, it is according to the preſence of God COS his gracious 
preſence, Ex14,33.19, It isthat makes the moſt noted dj between one 
people and another, the ſame people in one time and in another, according to 
the manifeſtation of his preſence, Pſ@.144.15, May it not i this reſpe be true- 
ly aid, former dayes were better than theſe, when they had more of Gods pre- 
ſence then now : butthe Wiſe man reproves the ſaying ſo, that former dayes 
yere better. Fecleſ,7.10, : 

Anſw, The meaning is not, that ſome dayes of the Church and people of God 
are not more troubleſome, and others more proſperous, and that we |d not 
bewail with godly ſorrow the evil of the dayes we live in, and the fins & judze- 
ments that make them ſo; you malt ſcethey are ſo, and enquire into the cauſe, 
but the meaning is, 

1, That which is blamed is, foto complain of the evill of preſent time, as not 
to take notice of the good in it that the Lord continues, that is folly, when the 


b Lord 


—— 


(6Y 


Lord hath removed choice and ones from the Bench and the Pub 
EE, ee cet re ein 
_—_ preſence with them, Tha wer heir ne? 


that our Lot is caſt in ſuch a day, that is fo mur- 


upon 
vil upon) the times; but this is wiſe enquiry and when we ſpe our own 
CEDIA IEIRIEE Or man make evil dayes.. 


2Tim 3.1,2,3 are 

4. To} >> tn rn {ny eng ES evils to be 
the cauſe or privative of worſe times, that mens traqe andeſtates grow 
worſe; when the true cauſe or want is the $ronem preſence of God which is 
hindred wo. ned 1,2* That there de no ſpiritual thriving, and / 
trade wi be onthe loſing hand, So to ſee times where leſs of 
pms = mms 


to enquire the cauſe that it may bo mended, and 


being wel perſomaded I ſpeak to g 
thas come te be 


imperate, and 
[EG 


is furthered or hindred, or we in the 
better canaot be giver then what = 5-2.beiog 
of the Spirit of God,1 Ch.nh.gThe 


r_ &+ God'is conditional with a viſible People, ſee that you 
in him nd i Pope Sean 
- - | A 


1 
Gods preſence by humiliation for, and _ hat is pro- 
SIG t the Aches and | it, 91 poet wwe 
Lord will not be among you, fin and the holy cannot be together in —_— 
heart, nor place, were it is allowed, Am.3.2, if rms welk, together they 

7m reform Senſualicy, want of _—_— i 
unbelief, you have been frequently minded of thoſe fins you all 


Know rs uy nf ns your perſonal guilt in any of them. wh 


AN 647 -» -__* 


bis ang 

» 1 $58. 115 the effeR of, and 
ply re. \ ſo his inftituced wall, 
walk with when you obey his will, and 


; 


on rule over you, 1 X mg.10, 
iow your detight 16.58 n,16. 
our unworthineſs of it, and yeta need of it, /ſai,5 2, 
carneltly defirous of the 


To all concerned in the work of this day, _ Eng, 
and oy oubonrecieinty penaoeny FALUaInD we may expe 
Lord will be ſo with his : our fears or hopes will be furthered as this day is 
It is iſed as an high Tefti favour to his 
1.26. when be gives them Judges 


Teſtimony of Gods 
| av at the firſt, Fe. and bow doth be give 
them but in that way of giving you bearts to chuſe ſuch,ſor it is a fruit of the right 
managing that other Covenant priviledge, the Lord hath betruſted you with, 
Ser. 380.20, t0 bave our Governours from oor ſelves, 
1, Benot in your choice, GEE REED Anon 
anche to uſe it, donot hide it ina napkin, or in the Earth, as that 


unfaithful Mah 25.24,25. that your bukneſs may not take 
that time 1d be employed in this Service y_—_ nc crmplancd 
Freemens meetings are not attended, not half of them appear upon choice 


of God, and the 
of his People : be on Gods fide, let not private reſpetts ſway you in your 
> tags > hd that are your friends or favourers, be for God, and he 
will be with you. If you would be ſo, then let your choice be guided and over- 
ruled by the word of Gad, for how man and aloe to Religita, and the com- 
mon good of this people, 3 Sem.23.2.He maſt be juſt,ruling ja the fear of God, If 
they tn dome of Faomes, ule cfTrag Ay mould noche Fox th 
B 2 


(2) 
Peopley.f not pions, Selamon wiſdom wich 1 hubericance ; 
that to a ee eg be 2 
00s, other quali mult not be frem, but ſeaſoned whhthe fear 
godly mag is net fir co be a Ruler, and as true, no nn- 


0 
rrue, the beſt are ſubjeR ow Nis 


| dafadrantages, bur 
th<y will be faichful to the intereſt of godlineſs, : - 
' 3, Wh n you have choſen them, know that you are with God ina right and 
carriage to them, and in the way to have him with you and us L 
1, Ifit bea good choice of holy men, bleſs God for it, and take it as a 


] r to you, ant! his preſence with you, ſai. 1.2, Ezeh,34.24. + 
token of his favou therefore 


If otherwiſe, there is no Reaſon to in of any, but your feves, 


ſhould humble your ſelves beſore deſerving ſueb a Judgement; and ' 


or your finfulneſs in chafing it. 


2, Follow them with your God may be with them, a+he hath been 
with thoſe before them, if you would pray more for them, and in kfy of 
them you wovld be better People, and would find them morea to you, 


If their miſſing it further your prayers, that is the beſt way toreGtifie their 
ceedings, 1 744.2-1,2, Whence-you were ſolemaly cxborted to it the laſt | 
by a farthful Servant of Chriſt 

2. obey them; though this or that form of Government is mans creature, yet 
br mgm and their authority in thoſe places is from 

: therefore om. 13-1,2, Chriſtians were bouad for confcience ſake to obey 
erill ones, when got into place, much more when good, 1 Tim,6.1, and a further 
ce LC wonperan Goardyciront 

ce, ! 

R:member when you choſt them, they are men+ you chuſe not Angels, .bue 
men of like infirm ity with other good men in this world, therefore expe not too 
much, but you ought to think that ai will not be done that ought eo be : ButzHb 
know when you have choſen them, they are gods by office, Pſal,$82.6. and in the 
exerciſe of that tobe obeyed, h only i the Lord, 

2, A word tothoſe that are, and may be our Rulers, Honoured ig the Lord, 
much may be done by you to obtain and maintain the preſence of with this 
People : One faithful man on the Bench, may Rop the gap, and prevene Gods 
Zoing out at it, or enemies coming it, Exeq,22. 30. Pſal.106.23, 1 would hum- 
bly commend to you that which is your main duey, in which you ought to walk 
with God in that tation, and do your part, God may be with you, and ſo with 
this People, It is direQion given by divine Oracle, God the Father and the Son 
by the Spirit ſpake it,2 Sam.23.3, A Scriprure hath deen improved profitably 2. 
mong you upon this occaſion, by a worthy Servant of God now with the Lord, as 
a direQtion in the choice of ſuch that may be a bleFing toa People, and to them 
choſen how to carry it, that the People over whom tiaey are may hare the graci- 
ous preſence of God among them, andcontinued with them, not only a promiſe 
they ſhould have fuch a Roler, but a precept what they (hdd!d be,that are Rulers 
ef liracl. More particularly, Th | 

1, The 


: 


XU 


XUM 


(9) 
1: The cure of the People of God and the things of God is in a great meaſure 


committed to you, 23 \ Ou your Authori as and defence 
of theſe, ſoyou ace N;ch the Lord, and be wil with you and his People by - 


YOur means, 

1, For the People of God, theſe are dear to God, and as the Apple of his Eye, 
Zech.2.8. as he is ſenſible of the leaſt wrong done to them, ſo of every kindneſs 
aud favour ſhewed to them, you are as the viſible covers to theſe Eyes, their out- 
ward defence under God lyes upon you ; as it is aſpeczal favour to to 
have ſuch ay fear the Lord over them, ſo is it an high honour to be over luch a 
People, and the Lord further manifeſts his ki $to Rulers, when they are 
ſpirited and rajled up to be Saviours upon Mount Zion it is both a manifeſtation 


of it, anda fign of mare, Zech.12,5,6,8, when God will make Feruſalem a bur- 


thenſome ſtone toall that heave at them, then ſhall their Rulers be encouraged 
to ſtand by them, as being ſtrong in having a in Covenant with Ged to 
ſtand for, ſo the God of that Covenant, To thele the Lord promiſeth great 
ſucorls, as fre is to the wood laid upon it in the Hearth, Ye, fo ſhall to 
their Epemes, they (hall prevail againftthern, . Let Gods out-caſls dwell with 
you, and your Countenance and Favour be extended to all, that ——s 
Lard, io ane Circumſiances they may ngibe of your mind, w they 


carry it without juft 


nears Be of, and 
of worthipzs 1 aw far from think; 
nothing joJe with, either the 
referring to the firit Table : The Examples 1a 
that wery magat ations are for onr loſtruftion, as well as moral (where 
thoſe aftions were not extraordinary, ) As thoſe about the worthip of God and 
religious obſervation of the Sabbath, that then were under divine Inſtituticn as 
fo that time, and mode of Service : There is the ſame obligation to the care of the 
Lords day now, and Inſtitutions of Chriſt in the New-Te b 

Put to weve the diſpute of it, what is the is the greateſt difkculty, and 
made the darker, by the various appre worthy aad excellent men, L 
ſhall not undertake decifion of that Caſe, but ſhall endeavour to hold forth ſa 
much light for your direivn in it, you may be with God, & aC in lntegrity and 
Evangelical PerfeGtion : And know you that the Lord will not withdraw becauſe 
of Infhrmities, and weaknedſes, where there are got wilful miſcarriages of bis 


Servants, 

1, Deſend them that are the molt pretious things of this le,& then liberty 
to enjoy the Ordinances of God in their purity, you mult uſe your Authority for 
their defence, not only from open, but ſecret Enemies; And whatever tends to 
the ruine and overthrow of the Chugches bere eſtabliſhed. And as was well bin- 
ted by a worthy perſoa in his Eletion Sermon, leſs wilt undoe us here,(this is but 
a little Boat) then in greater Kingdomes, 1 do not think errors of the mind can 
be compelled,bue by light and Realon, or that any can be forced to be of another 
mind ; they muſt be drawn, notdriven, that heartily cloſe with Chrift, and ems 
brace Religion. 2} : : 

But if any under pretenſe of Religion will endeavour the ſubverſion of that is 
true, and ſo eſteemed by thoſe in Authority,luch endeavours ought ty be pres cnn» 

ted by then, and powerfully abviated. 1 


Teſlament times, 


as (10) 


1 am perſwaded, that mn wenn are agreed in the end, that injury, 


at lea\t ruine ſhould be bindred , the greateſt doubt is about 
+ means, what is the beſt way to overthrow the deſigns of thoſe thar ure Fnemies, 
agd funda ſo to the welfare of this , and it is bigh wiſdome, the 


choiſe of the meansto the end ; it is very to ſay what that is, they can 

beſt judge of it that tear all the Circymſtaners of a Caſe. That I would hum- 
bly commend is,when you cannot all agree upon the way, uſe cond: ſcendency to 
© each other, that you may agreeus unire fortior, That which is done with grez- 
teſt Concurrence you "> mn of Gods prefence with; and will be moſt 
 effecual, though 1n it ſelf ic may ſeem moſt contemprihl - 

2, Let them have your countenance and encouragement, that is by your Ex. 
ample and Authority maintain and uphold the true worſhip of God, 2 Chres. 17. 
6,7.3. Jeboſhaphat was commended for his care that all places mighthave a 
faichful teaching Minifter, ſee ver.g, how the Lord was with them, Neb.i3.11. 

oremingneefary ſpore for tote that atend te ere of od, One ther 

ice there 

be ©» Ah = w—o_—__ of 

there i C—Y CO CEC 

[5 ice, if it R ial as our were, 

ſuch have been in theſe that could not by friendſhip, or flattery, or bribe- 

be tarned ont of the way of right but have | for the Lord, 
u_ 


15,19, as was commented fovit, and it was well with him and his 
<1, and Righreonſneſs exahs 4 Naties, Prov.14.34. the 
Reproach, Juſtice ſaith che , isall virtue, 


the graci People, If we be 
fo with as thoſe that went before us,he will be with us,as he was with them. 


| like agreement and union, in promoving the Truths of the 
goſpel lt was promiſed to times, Fai.<2.7,3. That thoſe who broughe 
glad T ings of the goſpel, id lift up their voice together, and ſing toge- 


as Scripture Canons, nor bind any further, then it is found agreeing with the 
Ward of God, by which it ought to be tryed ; yetT think I may-ſafely fs , that is 
— -. CS On ones 
EX in this next tion : rather my own Judgement 
in the Scriptures, then theirs ahout that Caſe. ah , J 
1. Confidering how fingularly they were qualified for that diſcoyery, Exrt,43- 


Its 


: (1) 
11, though it is true, in improvements of natural light,that may be encreaſed by 
induſtry, and thoſe that ſtand upon others ſhoulders, may (ce ſurther then they 
Gy; but it is not ſo in ſpiritual things, the fur- 
ther knowledge of which depends upon Rev: lation, Ep#.1,17. and the humble 
the Lord teacheth, Pſal.25.9, Rev-4. 1,23. 1n that gJorious dilcovery is Gods 
rious inthroning himſelf in the midſt of his Church, affording gracious ſupplyes 
and proteftion to them, is manifeſted to Joha w ed by an heavenly Ex- 
tahe, which was the Theater in which he did he it, When we finda Com- 
pany of men more holy, humble, and diligent, then thoſe were,ſomething more 
may be exp. ed. 

2, They were free from outward Temptations to pleaſe men, having a people 
ready to receive what{hould be made known to them, upon their ſerious ſearch- 
ing out the mind of God in his word : beſides the its and agitations from 
abroad, to put them upon their fuller examination of it by the word of God ; and 
to weigh it inthe ballance ofthe SanAtnary, 

2, We ſhall not find in Scripture, or other Hiſtories of the Church, that the 
next Age after any conſtderable progreſs in Reſormation, did go beyond the firſt, 
but the contrary, Fudg.2,10. there hare. been inings till that _— 
hath almoſ? been extinguiſhed ; then the Lord raiſed a — Refor- 
mation,to whom he hath gwen &revealed more of his w know ledge 
of his truth : Nay oy bent Lords fai ſervants,that their 
firſt wayes have been the beſt, LS EG 
blames the Ephefian Church for forſaking their firſt love, and where love decayes 
light doth not increaſe in practical Truths, Rev. 2.5, This was New-Es gory 
and they came not hitherito aſſert ln office of 
Chriſt ſo much, that were ſo fully owned m 01d England, but his kingly, to bes 
witneſs to thoſe truths concerning his viſible Ki , the maintainng of theſe 

es much with you, Iam perſwaded, that the truth concerni King- - 
of Chriſt, is that word of Chriſls patience, that the Phyladelphian Church 

is commended for __ and hath that gracious preſence of Chriſt promiſed 
 —— kept from the bour of temptation coming upon the whole 
world. , 

1. -It is that Chriſt ſuffered for, Fobs- 18.37, This cauſe was written upon 
his Croſs, Chep. 19.19. | 

2, His Ki is as yet a Kingdome of Patience, therefore the word con- 
cerning it m be a word of patience, Kev. 1.9, and they that own it, their Pati- 
ence _— I 6. 

'® reate oppoſition ners make, yea ſuch as are profeſſed Chriſtians, 
is tothe inviſible and viſible Rule of Chriſt, us 2. Lnk,19.14. 

4. It is the laſt truth to be ſuffered for, which Suffering vſhers in the King- 
dome of his Power, Xev.11.11,12,15, 

2 Endeavqur to ſave this People, pray and preach ſor their Converſion, not 
ſo much to pleaſe as profit them ; let it be ſeperating Preacking, fer. 15.15. - 

Rom, g.1, 2,3. Chep.101. 

3- Re faithfull to Chriſt in teaching all, and only what Chriſt hath command- 
ed, re that is, all chat is neceſlary for their ſalvation and edificati- 

on, At.20, 27, 


4 Be cxamples to the Flock. 1 Pet,5,3- of Meckneſs, Hum ility, _—_— 


and Sobriety, A more 


called me to this Service : Honoured Sirs, you have given A oppartunity 

thus to ſpzak to you, yermy mellage is from above, ik 

Influence of authority then yours, or any under —_ Letme ham- 

biy beſ-echn adriſe you,asthoſe 1 b*leive ſock the welfare of this people, to 

_ that the gracious preſence of the Lord may be with us as in for - 
mes. 


couragions for God and his ned wn — and (a- 
may ſave or deſtroy us nnder quit you 
; difficulties may b= before you, but ſtudy 
you at thistime, then what will become of you : ure 
what is your duty, and God would have you to do, be ſollicitous more to 
Pro... a4 ph ar fad hnriom work hae yo. Lot _ 
and hazardous work is before yon,if the Lord ſet you 
you init; H4g.2.4, This is the to have God en- 
truſtal} wirh him ; nt nh of God the Rule of 


they are ua- 
wer { Ye blo omen when — dg rn in 4 


duty, though in ſome things you miſs it, God will own as 

yy + Aad the Iffue will certainly be good toyou and vs, Ag 
mmm > —— 7+ -þ. NING 

the bundle of Arrows is not (0 broken as one, 2 Cor,.13,11, what be fairh 

of Church is true of any Aſlemblies of the People of God, be « 

and (b- peace will be with you, and if with you, fo far he is with us ; is 

your ſt your dividing i Armies 


Thoſe that ſeek the ruine of the 
RT tg x there is {© 


T7 ge 

too odious, or glorious ; if 

aſide, nn ty hr} ene 

mb didſa, The Agreement of this Court would an 
ling influence upon all other Societies under you, your pradtice of it would 

_—— Ont on bye gg WM 
3. Yourbeing wi will much appear in the Laws you make, to 

a under you, ſee cn t tothe 


XU>N 


(13) 

Fpeak by executing of them, what men falſly charge on God, may be too traly on 
men, F/al,$0,21. are like them cither in weaknels, or w ickedneſs,you cither dare 
not ſhewv your diſlike, or hare it nor, 

4, Saffer not Plantations to be without a godly and faithful Miniſter, not to ſet 
dow n withonr Gods Ordinances, which are hgns of Gods preſence, Fxoed,20.24. 
and means alſo by which, and in which he is among a People, 2 C bren.15.34. 
without the true God, when without teaching Prieſts, and no way of viſible wor- 
ſhip, Where perſons are not fit to judge for themſclves who are fit toadmini- 
ſter the holy things of God, provid: ſome way that Heterodox and ungodly oncs 
mav not he encouraged; Tares will ſooner grow then wheat. 

|;. A:q int your ſc'y 3 with the Hiſtory of the glorious works of God, fer this 

_ in former times,thuſe manife(tations of Gods preſcnce with our bathers,& 
Face the knowledge of it among this people: you have been often min/e1 of ir, 
& though ſomething hath been done towards it,by Reverend & worthy perſons, 
yet thoſe providences and experiences of ſeaſonable and wonderful ſupplyes,& 
proteQions, that have been molt remarkable, I have not yet ſeen, Thefull to. 
ry of this _ to this day would be one of the beſt of humane Hiſtor izs, for the 
time of it,in the world, many things = may be had from thoſe that have ſeen 
thoſe wonderful works, and Fathers Id tell it to their Children, Pſal.4 4.1,2, 
3. you are our publick Fathers, tell it then to your Children, the knowledge of 
this by Solomon was the ground ofhis wiſh for the like, It was uſual with thePeo- 
- God in former times that had not the way you have to communicate remar- 

ble Providences to after Ages, to do it by erefting Monuments, or putting a 
name upon the place, Gen,22.14.ſ0 to preſerve the memory of famous Providen- 
ces, Exod.17.14,15. ſo Moſes by divine direQtion kept a Record of that viftory 
over Amalec, Pſal.70, &c. many Pſalms there are tocall to remembrance,thence 
it was Bethel had its Name, Gee,2$. 19, ſothat Well, Ges, 16.14. foſb.4.3,4., God 
himſelf gives himſelf a new Title upon it, Gen.22-12. andit is a means of Gods 
preſence and Pſal- 78.34. that they may ſet their hope in God, 

2. As you ſhould endeavour each in bis place, we may have this preſence of 
God, ſo pray for it earneſtly, Importunately, ſtirring up your ſelves to take hold 
of God, = may notlet him goe; be redmar r go your hold on him ; Ar- 
gue the Caſe with humble a boldneſs as Moſes, Exod.33.,15. Numb.14.17, 
14. Fer.14.9, ay asſhe, Auth 1.16. as Facob, Gen,z2.26. reſolve totake no 
denyal, itrates ſhould pray he may be with this people, and the People he 
may be with them, with our Courts, our Miniſters, in our Churches, with thoſe 
that chuſe, &c, 1 Xing.$.58, To ſtir up your endeavour and defire, 

Mot, 1, Conſider, never did you need it more then now, you have more 
Enemies, and thoſe more potent, you have fewer friends, and thoſe leſs power- 
ful, your work is greater, dithculties more formidable, ſuch Mountains as cannot 
be removed by humane might or power, but alone by the Spirit ofthe Lord, 
Zee,4. 7, Anddivine help, Math.$,26. What will not men doe when the Ship 
"er ts ſink, and thoſe in it to periſh ? O therefore awaken Chriſt with your 

ry! , 

2, Conſider how much of that gracious Preſence of God ſeems to be with- 
drawn from us, that our Fathers enjoyed, may we not humbly expoſtulate the 
caſe with ourſelves, as the Church with God, Iſa,63. 13, 14, 15- Where is be ? 
wheze is that wonder-working Providence, whereby he did de [troy —— 

C 


(14) 
ofhis , and lead his People through the --71 freiglhts ? that guiding, 
alliſting,{ucceeding and defending Preſence of God ? that heart humblitg con- 
verting, ſanQifying Preſence in Ordinances, when he knock'd at the door of 
of your hearts in the Miniſtry of his word, and making way for his own enter- 
tainm nt ? 'Is he ſo nigh tous inall wecall upon him for ? Dext,4.7, When before 


they cri:d be zaſwered th.m, and beard them while hey were ſpeaking to bim, 1/4 65424. - 


When there were ſuch overflowing of Compaſſons, that be ran to meet his peo- 
ple, he might fall on cheir necks and kiſs them.. Were there not ſuch happy 
4a,esin New- England, and is it ſo now ? O then follow him, let him not goe 
far away, ftop himatthe Towns end, 

2, Confider, how unwilling the Lord is to leave and forſake a People he hath 

ſv owned to b: his, and done ſo mech for, How many Stayes bath he made a- 
" mong us, by iMfiling the tumulc of the Heathen, removing Sickneſs ? Doth he not 
ſay as Hoſ 5.15. O New- England are you willing to have me ſtill ? then ſeek him 
early, Hol5. 1%, His preventing evills from abroad, removing the worſt of your 
enemizs; 1 Sem.12-22. The argument Samuel uſeth tofn their endeavour 
to ke-p hi n with them, and recover his preſence among them, the glory of his 
free mercy and goodneſs engageth him with you, Pſal.132.11. He bubchoſen 
this for bis babiration, He is your God : The argumentin my Text, plead it, 
and improve it, and remember it is in a Covenant of Grace he is yours : he takes 
not ad-antage of ſmaller oFences, they break not this Relation; if greater ones, 
yet he admits of Repentance. If he ſeems as if he would be gone, it is but to 
try your love, and draw out your importunity, ſee Gen, 32,26, Exod. 32. 10, 
Luk.24.23, Gen.32.9. Nay this will bea fign the Lord will be with us, if we are 
unwilling he ſhould leave us. 

4- 
and ſuture Generations; if I had the tongue and knowledge of an Angel, I could 
rot tell vou the half to be gotten by this way : This will be light to you in-your 
darkneſs, deliverance in dangers, h in weakneſs, Pſal.27,1, Supplies in 
all your wants, Pſel.23,1, and 46.1, &c, A preſent, a powerfull help, ſucceſs in 
all zQairs, Ges. 39.2-.it is a fall and a ſuthcient bleſſing, this will be your Glory, 
and a defence upon. it, 1{#,4-4,5. This will bel all our breaches, recover all our 
loſſes, reſtore ſuch a Magſtracy to you asat the firſt, /ſa,1.26, and ſuch a people 
tothem : Ordinances will be powerfull for Converſion and Reformation. 1 X in, 
8.58. hearts ſhall be inclined : nay your Children ſhall be taught of God, and 
great ſhall be their peace, [4.5 4.13- The name of this City ſhall be Febouab 
Shaamab, Ezek, 43.u!s. Pſal,67.6,7. Then ſhall the earth yield ber increaſe, and God, 
even 6ur own God ſball bleſs us. you. ſhall lay your heads in the duſt, you 
will bave the beſt to leave with your Children, that which good old Ja- 
cobdid with Jofc \ Gong 1 dye, but God ſoall be with you : the ſucceeding 
Generatiog will God + & call you Bleſſed, & may then be encouraged 
to the ſame d :fire and endeavour for their Generation, that God may be with 


them as he was with their Fathers, he would not leave nor forſake them; their . 


hearts may be inclined to walk in all the wayes of the Lord for ever, 
SOLI DEO GLORIA... 


Freets, $.1.,2:y. in deep,"p.3.4, 14. r.which made, p.7.1. 34. forin r.0f,}.19. r.it 
might, p.11..5,for is r.0f. p,12.1,19, 7.Prov. 16, 1,alt.r. Deut.7, 


the advantage ofhaving Gods gracious Prefence to this preſent, . 


XUM 


XUM 


